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ABSTRACT: Native American novelist Leslie Marmon Silko has potently addressed
nuclear violence and termination discourse to fight against Cold War ideology. In her
novel Ceremony, through solemn yet profound realism, Silko elaborates on how nuclear
violence and the Cold War victimize Native Americans. The work probes into wartime
trauma, reflects on environmental pollution, and reveals the homecoming dilemma Native
American veterans are faced with. Encoding her humanistic concern between the lines,
Silko contemplates through this novel the existential condition of human beings in a
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nuclear-shadowed contemporary world.
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