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Marxism and Labrousse’s Historiography

Pang Guanqun & Gu Hang

Abstract Ernest Labrousse was one of the most famous historians in 20th-Century France;
however he was almost unknown to the Chinese academic circle. Through his lectures at the Sorbonne
Labrousse has affected two generations of French historians. Believing in the Marxism Labrousse
deepened the Marxist historiography of the French Revolution and created a new paradigm of the French
social history. In addition it was through Labrousse that the Annale School accepted the influence of
Marxism. The historical study of Labrousse is an important part of the contemporary French
historiography: on the one hand he introduced the economic and sociological methods into the historical
researches; on the other hand Labrousse initiated the history of mentality and promoted the booming of
the cultural history in France.
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