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On Autograph and Autograph Prose of Song Dynasty

WANG Xiao-li

(School of the Humanities, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China)
Abstract: What is called autograph refers to the cultural behavior that the ancient Chinese literati

inscribed the names on the walls and wooden partitions, and the resulting text materials. As an independent

style, narrative in autograph was the most important element. The atmosphere of superscription was popular in

Song Dynasty, which produced a special style as “ autograph prose” , marking a new climax of the development

of autograph. Autographs and autograph prose of Song Dynasty carried more obvious political function, such as

emphasizing the political governance, attaching importance to moral education, and so on. At the same time,

it also had the literary value which could not be ignored in the narration, description, discussion and lyric.

Keywords: autographs; autograph prose; Song Dynasty



